
Sociology 320 | Immigrant Assimilation QCA Research Project 
2015 Spring 

 
Graduate Student Investigators 

katrina quisumbing king 
Esther HsuBorger  

 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
This research seminar will explore the intersections of race, ethnicity, nation, and immigration in the U.S. 
There has been bourgeoning academic and public interest in immigration, particularly post-1965 with the 
entry of increased numbers of Latin American and Asian immigrants. Study of immigration provides an 
opportunity to complicate the Black-white binary, raising interesting implications for analyzing race, racism, 
and identity in the U.S. We will read work by sociologists, political scientists, economists, and historians. 
Throughout the course, we will ask: How are immigrants incorporated? What affects their integration in 
society? We will explore factors—such as residential segregation, friendship networks, and job 
discrimination—that shape immigrants’ subjective evaluation of whether or not they belong.  
 
Over the course of the semester, students will do background reading on immigration and meta-analysis. 
They will refine literature review skills, deepen their knowledge of qualitative work on immigration (including 
ethnography- and interview-based studies). These steps will culminate in conducting a meta-analysis of the 
literature on immigrant assimilation. Meta-analysis is a systematic way of summarizing and analyzing results 
across multiple studies. Students will learn a specific method for conducting this analysis—fuzzy 
set/qualitative comparative analysis. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
At the end of this course, you will have practiced and gained the following skills and knowledge: 

• Organizational skills for research, including citation management, database use, and data organization 
• Basic knowledge of meta-analysis 
• Basic knowledge of sampling logic, reliability, and validity 
• A thorough reading of qualitative/ethnographic U.S. immigration literature 
• Experience in closed-coding 
• Experience in preparing summaries and memos 
• Ability to work on a research team 

 
EXPECTATIONS 
 
RAs are expected to 

• Arrive at research meetings on time and with all necessary materials 
• Meet all deadlines for written work 
• Participate actively in meetings and write thoughtful memos 
• Communicate regularly and professionally with the graduate researchers and faculty supervisor as 

necessary 
 
Credits 
 
This is a semester-long research experience. The course must be taken for a grade (A-F); however, RAs can 
elect to enroll for 2 or 3 credits.  

• 2 credits: RAs should plan to devote at least 6 hours per week, outside of the 1.5 hours we meet each 
week.  

• 3 credits: In addition to what is required for 2 credits, RAs enrolled in 3 credits will do additional 
work. You will synthesize the weekly memos and worksheets of all students.  This should include 
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which coder coded for what, frequencies, and discrepancies in coding. You will be be given more 
information. You will also write a final paper in which you integrate what you have learned over the 
course of the semester to move your own thinking forward. It may take many forms: a response to 
an existing publication, a prospectus of future empirical work, or a research paper.  

 
Paying Attention 
Since a good portion of your grade in this course is based on your engagement with the material, we expect 
you to be present when you attend team-meetings.  On a more mundane note, we also expect you to be 
attentive to the rules outlined in the syllabus. Finally, please pay attention email correspondence for this 
course. As you have probably already realized, we send reminder emails, debriefs, explanations, etc. via email. 
We also need to do a good amount of coordination across sections. We hope that these will be helpful rather 
than a nuisance. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Please pay careful attention to this section. Often times, students do not realize they are plagiarizing or 
engaging in misconduct. The main point is: Just don’t do it. Ever. 
The expectation is that all work you submit in this course has been written by you during this semester for 
this course. You may not “recycle” a paper written for another course for credit in this course. If you wish to 
write a paper for this course that is related to work you have done previously, you must give me a copy of the 
previous work so that I may compare it with the work you do in this class; if you are doing a paper for 
another course that is related to your work in this course, you must provide full disclosure about the relation 
between the two papers. 
 
The University has a strict policy about plagiarism and cheating. The Department of Sociology is licensed to 
use anti-plagiarism software that allows student work to be compared to a database of previously submitted 
work, online sources, and published academic materials. A clear definition of plagiarism as well as 
information about disciplinary sanctions for academic misconduct may be found at the Dean of Students 
website:  http://www.wisc.edu/students/conduct/uws.14.hm. Please see me if you need further clarification. 
Section 14.03 of the University of Wisconsin System Administrative Code Defines academic misconduct as 
“an act in which a student: (a) seeks to claim credit for the work or efforts of another without authorization 
or citation; (b) uses unauthorized material or fabricated data in any academic exercise; (c) forges or falsifies 
academic documents or records; (d) intentionally impedes or damages the academic performance; (f) assists 
other students in any of these acts.” 
 
Students are expected to be aware of these guidelines and the related consequences. If I suspect plagiarism or 
other misconduct, I will investigate and follow university procedures (including your right to respond). If you 
are found to have committed academic dishonesty, the academic penalty will equal three times the harm 
created by your dishonesty and a report written by me will be sent to the Dean of Students and to the Dean 
of your College and become part of your academic record. 
 
 
Accommodations 
 
It is the intention of the University of Wisconsin to work toward full compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), to make facilities and instructional programs accessible to all people, and to provide 
reasonable accommodations according to the law. Please see me early in the semester to discuss special 
arrangements that may be needed to help you succeed in this course. Call the McBurney Center at 263-2742 
for assistance and evaluation.   
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COURSE COMPONENTS 
 
Grading 
 
2 credits 3 credits 

35% Attendance & Participation  
40% Memos 
25% Coding 

30% Attendance & Participation  
40% Memos 
20% Coding 
10% Final paper 

 
Attendance & Participation 
This total grade is calculated by multiplying the number of times you are in class by our subjective evaluation 
of your participation. You are entitled to one free absence. 
 
Memos 

• Due Sundays, 12pm to shared Box folder.  
• 400-500 words, not including appendices (which may include tables, lists, etc.) 
• In order to earn full credit 

• Submit on time (no late work is accepted) 
• Answer the prompts 
• Demonstrate original, thoughtful, creative, and focused engagement with the readings 
• Write concisely and clearly 
• Use headings and subheadings to organize your written assignments 

 
All RAs should read the other RAs’ memos before the weekly meeting. RAs taking the course for 3 credits 
will be asked to synthesize the memos. 
 
Coding 
For weeks we read ethnographies, you will be expected to fill out the coding worksheet in addition to writing 
a memo. 
 
Final Paper (for students enrolled in 3 credits) 
The goal of a final paper is to integrate what you have learned over the course of the semester to move your 
own thinking forward. It may take many forms: a response to an existing publication, a prospectus of future 
empirical work, or a research paper. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Box account: You will be given access to this UW-Madison Box folder, where you can download readings 
and where you should submit weekly memos.  
 
TEXTS 
 
Whenever possible, we will try to acquire scans or copies of required readings. For texts we’re unable to 
acquire multiple copies of, RAs are encouraged to access them via the UW library system or purchase the 
book themselves. Below is a list of readings. While not comprehensive, it should give you an idea of what 
you’ll be working with this semester. 
 
Sample of Theory-Related Readings 
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Alba, Richard and Victor Nee. 2003. Remaking the American Mainstream: Assimilation and Contemporary 

Immigration.  
Portes, Alejandro and Min Zhou. 1993. “The New Second Generation: Segmented Assimilation and Its 

Variants.” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. 530: 74-96. 
 
Sample of Method-Related Readings 
Hodson, Randy. 1999. Analyzing Documentary Accounts.  
 
Ethnography Book List 
Waters, Mary C. 1999. Black Identities.  
Jiménez, Tomás. 2009. Replenished Ethnicity.  
Smith, Robert Courtney. 2005. Mexican New York.  
Zhou, Min and Carl Bankston III. 1999. Growing Up American.  
 
SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1 January 26 | Orientation & Setting Expectations 
 
Week 2 February 2 | Assimilation Theories, Ethnography Meta-Analysis 
 
Week 3 February 9 | Methods: Coding, Analysis, Reliability & Validity 
 
Week 4 February 16 | Methods: Measurement 
 
Weeks 5-12 February 23 - April 20 | Coding of Ethnographies 
 
Weeks 13-14 April 27 and May 4 | Summary & Evaluation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* We reserve the right to modify the readings and course schedule. 
 


