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Monday & Wednesday 2.30-3.45pm  
6101 Sewell Social Science 
 
katrina quisumbing king 
kqking@ssc.wisc.edu 
Office:  7129 Social Science 
Office Hours: Wednesday 1-2pm or by appointment 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Sociology 646 fulfills the ethnic studies requirement. It is also a writing-intensive course. 
 
This discussion-based course is an introduction to the sociological study of racial projects, including how 
racial categories are constructed through the census, the material consequences of citizenship, segregation, 
and mass incarceration. As such, we will explore how the state actors, elites, academics, and social movement 
actors construct and contest racial categories. This is not a course about the experiences of “groups,” but 
about how race comes to matter in the U.S. We will discuss the ways boundaries are drawn and the material 
consequences that result from such partitioning. (Though the focus will be on the U.S., there will be some 
comparative analysis.) 
 
I have designed this class to be heavy on both theory and current events. Race theory and academic pursuits, 
in general, shape and are shaped by what’s happening out in the world. We cannot so easily separate these 
spheres. Thus, the goal of this course is to give you tools to think with and a language to talk about race & 
racial conflict. I hope that you can bring this knowledge to bear on what’s happening “out there.”  
 
I should emphasize that thinking and talking about race is not black and white. This course is designed so that 
you confront challenges of talking about and living race. It is my hope that at the end of this course, you will 
be informed about the myriad ways that race operates in our world, that you will have more questions, and 
that you will walk away with a greater appreciation of complexity and reflexivity. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
This is a 3-credit course, so I expect that students will dedicate 9 hours outside of class. Your grade is 
composed of: 
 
Weekly Reading Quizzes 20% 

Attendance & Participation 50% 

Paper project 30% 

 
I. Required Reading 
I will assign 100 pages, give or take, of reading a week. The type of reading varies from week to week. (See 
more in the course outline.) The amount of reading will depend on the density of the assignments. Students 
will be required to read carefully, which I anticipate will take 4-6 hours. The other time should be spent 
preparing for class and on other assignments (see below).  
 
II. Weekly Quizzes 
Each Monday, there will be a 15 to 20 minute short answer quiz on the reading. Typically, there will be 3-5 
questions. This is a weekly “reading check,” intended to ensure that you thoroughly read (not skimmed). 
While I expect thorough reading, the goal is NOT to evaluate your mastery of the material.  
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You will notice that there are 14 weeks of class reading (excluding the introduction week). There will be a 
quiz each week. Each quiz is worth 2% of your total grade. I will use your 10 best quiz scores in calculating 
your total quiz grade (2% x 10 best quizzes = 20%). 
 
III. Attendance & Participation 
As I mentioned above, this is a discussion-based course. Thus, attendance and participation in this course is 
worth half your grade. There are two components to participation—one written and one interactional (more 
on this below). This total grade is calculated by multiplying the number of times you are in class by my 
subjective evaluation of your participation. You are entitled to two free absences. 
 
I have probably frightened you, so here is a basic guideline to how I grade participation: 
 
You show up, but say nothing and write little C 
You show up, say some note-worthy things, but write little B 
You show up, say nothing, but write engaging comments B 
You show up and consistently make insightful oral and written comments A 

 
Some more qualitative comments on participation: Good, quality, B-level participation means that you 
consistently demonstrate thoughtful and thorough engagement with the reading materials. This doesn’t mean 
you have to know everything. I expect that you are present, on alert, and paying attention. I expect that you 
stay on topic. 
 
A. Oral Participation 
You are required to share your thoughts and ideas in discussion, demonstrating that you have been mindful 
about the readings, as well as comments made by me and your peers. By engaging in discussion, you help 
each other think critically and engage the material. I recognize that due to background and personality, 
students have different abilities to be vocal in class. You will not be penalized simply for being a quiet person. 
However, make your best effort to make thoughtful, relevant contributions at each section meeting. 
 
B. Written Participation 
Another component of participation are written reactions. I value constructive and generative feedback about 
course material, structure, my teaching style, things your peers have said, or your learning style. Please turn in 
5-10 sentences to me at the end of each class meeting. Tell me things like: 
 

- What went well? 
- Was there something you didn’t understand? 
- Do you want to spend more time on something? 
- What did you learn? 
- Were you upset or offended by anything? 

 
This is not simply a summary of what happened in class. Think of it as a weekly evaluation of class and a 
demonstration of your engagement. 
 
IV. Paper Project 
You are also required to draft and submit a final 12-15 page paper (~1,500 words). This is not a summary of 
course material. You should attempt critical reflection and engagement with the issues raised in this course. 
Take a critical issue with some aspect of the reading, develop ideas, engage the arguments of the authors. The 
exact nature of the paper is up to you.  One option is to analyze a contemporary or past policy debate and 
unpack it with concepts from the course.   



SOC 646 |Race and Ethnic Relations 
The Social Construction and Material Consequences of Race 

Spring 2015 
	

 3 

 
Please clear your topics with me by 2 March.  
 
Paper steps and deadlines: 
Proposed topic S/U 2 March 
Outline and sources 5% 18 March 
First polished draft 10% 15 April 
Final paper 15% 6 May 

 
More information will be provided at a later date. 
 
V. Summary of Course Requirements 
Weekly Reading Quizzes 20% 2% each quiz x 10 best quizzes 

Attendance & Participation 50% % of classes attended x subjective participation grade 

Paper project 30% Proposed topic + Outline and sources (5%) + First 
polished draft (10%) + Final paper (15%) 

 
 
CLASS ETIQUETTE 
This is a discussion-based course. And because we are confronting real issues that matter very much in our 
daily lives, I require that you be sensitive to your position and privilege.  The classroom should be a 
comfortable environment that encourages the participation of everyone. With this goal in mind, we can agree 
and disagree about ideas and theories to our heart’s content – that is the heart and soul of learning. We will 
not, however, tolerate personal attacks, or blatant sexist, racist, homophobic, or antagonistic language in the 
classroom. Be provocative, make us think - but don’t insult each other or your TA. 
 
I. In Class Rules 
I suggest you keep this section of the syllabus open during discussion. At least in the early weeks, use it as a 
reminder of our rules. Check yourself. 

- Respect classmates, me, and yourself. Avoid comments or language whose sole purpose is to 
provoke or disparage others. Do not use “insult words” for any group.  

- This is a “correctness-free” space. Everyone in the section is free to express opinions and ask 
questions without fear of censure from classmates. You should express your opinions, even if you 
think that none of your classmates will agree. If someone says something that you find offensive, 
react to the comment (not the person) by asking her to first clarify what she said. Pose counter-
arguments to challenge the assertion or explain why the remark was offensive to you. 

- Be willing to listen to and reflect on opinions you disagree with. Try to understand why 
someone believes what they do. Hold yourself open to the possibility that you might change your 
mind. Respect people even when you are sure they are wrong. Keep an open mind what another 
classmate says.  

- Be sensitive to minority/majority dynamics. People who are members of racial/ethnic minorities 
or who hold minority opinions can feel particularly vulnerable in some contexts. Let me know if you 
are worried about class dynamics. 

- Recognize diversity as a contribution to discussion. Recognize that we all have a different personal 
history and this varies by socioeconomic background, sexual orientation, gender, ethnicity, and 
ability/disability. 
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- Pose questions to your classmates. All of you are responsible for having good discussions. Do not 
merely look at and talk to me in group discussions.  

- Learn to distinguish types of factual claims. “I had this particular experience” and “My 
experience is typical of everyone's experience” are two different types of statements. The former is 
true and should be respected when you report it. The latter may or may not be true, and can only be 
assessed with evidence from other people. 

- Use your sociological imagination. Remember how it is not just about you, but about the 
structure of society. Reassess your place in the society. Contribute to discussions that emphasize the 
connections among history, social structure, and personal biography. 

- Communicate with me after class, during an appointment, in a written note, or over email about 
when you feel uncomfortable or very strongly about an event or discussion relevant to class. 

- Be engaged in discussions by preparing ahead class is much more fun when you contribute. 
 
 
II. Suggestions for Fruitful Discussion 

- Refer to specific passages in the text 
- Try to respond to the person who spoke right before you. Make this a conversation. 
- If you want to say something that isn’t directly related, raise 2 fingers, and I will put you in the queue. 
- Try to be succinct in your remarks. 
- If you have a question, apply the google test: If you can easily google the answer, then do it. See if 

you have a new question. 
- When asking a question, think about what evidence someone could bring to bear in answering it.  

 
III. On Technology Use 
You are allowed to use laptops, tablets, and even your phone. I do, however, expect that you are using the 
devices to refer to readings and to take notes. If you are caught engaging any alternative activities, I will dock 
your participation points. There will be no warning. When your body is present, I expect your brains to be 
here as well. 
  
IV. Paying Attention 
Since a good portion of your grade in this course is based on your engagement with the material, I expect you 
to be present in section. As you know, there is no final exam. However, we will be returning to many 
concepts and conversations throughout the semester. I also hope that class discussion will prove useful in 
writing your papers. While it is not required that you take notes, I do expect you to recall ideas previously 
discussed. If taking notes helps you do this, then please do so.  
 
On a more mundane note, I also expect you to be attentive to the rules outlined in the syllabus. When in 
doubt about something, please, refer first to the syllabus. If you’re confused, something is unclear, or I have 
made a mistake, please email or talk to me. Quote the section of the syllabus that you find confusing.  
 
In the same way, please pay attention email correspondence for this course. I like to send reminder emails, 
debriefs, explanations, etc. via email. I hope that these will be helpful rather than a nuisance. 
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MORE ON GRADING 
I. Grade Scale 
I grade on a GPA scale. An A is a 4.0, an AB a 3.5, etc.… 
 
II. How I Grade Written Work 
For each paper assignment, I will provide a rubric and instructions specifying the requirements you need to 
fulfill. Bear in mind that this is a general grading strategy meant to give you basic expectations. Grades will 
primarily reflect the thoroughness of your research and the strength of your arguments. However, I expect 
your papers to be polished and will deduct points for errors that are distracting or make your paper hard to 
understand.  

- A Good (B) paper has reasonably strong arguments and complex ideas, but may be flawed in other 
areas. This is the STARTING grade. 

- A Very Good (AB) paper will do one of the less important things less well than an A paper.  
- An Excellent (A) paper demonstrates excellent use of sociological concepts. This paper is 

intellectually challenging and complex, logically argued, clearly and compellingly written and free of 
basic errors in grammar, punctuation, and usage.   

- A Satisfactory (BC) paper has flaws in significant areas, including weaker arguments and 
unchallenging ideas, or it may have minor flaws in many areas.  

- A Lacking (C) paper has numerous flaws in significant areas. NOT FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS 
usually results in a C or lower grade.  

- A Not Very Good (D) paper has major problems in most areas.   
- An Unacceptable (F) paper is incomplete, did not do the assignment, is very badly written, etc.   

 
III. Late Papers 
I do not accept late papers or paper related assignments. This means that if you submit a paper to me after 
the stated deadline, you will receive a “zero” for the assignment. However, we do understand that sometimes 
there are extenuating circumstances. These are ground rules for “reasonable” exceptions for late work: 

a. If you are aware in advance that you may have difficulty meeting a deadline due to a special issue like 
an illness, a religious holiday, or a family emergency, you must contact me at least 48 hours in 
advance so that I can decide upon an appropriate extension for one assignment. 

b. In addition to communicating with me, you must submit any partially completed work in the state 
that it was in when the emergency arose as a sign of good faith. 

 
Finally, I do understand that, sometimes, things happen that are beyond your control. Therefore, everybody 
gets one 24-hour forgiveness ticket.  
 
IV. Make-ups 
Unless there is an extenuating circumstance, there are no make-ups for this course. It is very hard to make up 
a discussion-based course. As noted above, you are entitled to 2 free absences and only 10/14 quiz grades 
count. 
 
If in doubt, you should always talk to me. 
 
V. Academic Honesty 
Please pay careful attention to this section. Often times, students do not realize they are plagiarizing or 
engaging in misconduct. The main point is: Just don’t do it. Ever. 
 
The expectation is that all work you submit in this course has been written by you during this semester for 
this course. You may not “recycle” a paper written for another course for credit in this course. If you wish to 
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write a paper for this course that is related to work you have done previously, you must give me a copy of the 
previous work so that I may compare it with the work you do in this class; if you are doing a paper for 
another course that is related to your work in this course, you must provide full disclosure about the relation 
between the two papers.  
 
The University has a strict policy about plagiarism and cheating. The Department of Sociology is licensed to 
use anti-plagiarism software that allows student work to be compared to a database of previously submitted 
work, on-line sources, and published academic materials. A clear definition of plagiarism as well as 
information about disciplinary sanctions for academic misconduct may be found at the Dean of Students 
website:  http://www.wisc.edu/students/conduct/uws.14.hm. Please see me if you need further clarification. 
 

Section 14.03 of the University of Wisconsin System Administrative Code Defines academic 
misconduct as “an act in which a student:  (a) seeks to claim credit for the work or efforts of 
another without authorization or citation; (b) uses unauthorized material or fabricated data 
in any academic exercise; (c) forges or falsifies academic documents or records; (d) 
intentionally impedes or damages the academic performance; (f) assists other students in any 
of these acts.”  

 
Students are expected to be aware of these guidelines and the related consequences. If I suspect plagiarism or 
other misconduct, I will investigate and follow university procedures (including your right to respond). If you 
are found to have committed academic dishonesty, the academic penalty will equal three times the harm 
created by your dishonesty and a report written by me will be sent to the Dean of Students and to the Dean 
of your College and become part of your academic record. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS 
It is the intention of the University of Wisconsin to work toward full compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), to make facilities and instructional programs accessible to all people, and to provide 
reasonable accommodations according to the law. Please see me early in the semester to discuss special 
arrangements that may be needed to help you succeed in this course. Call the McBurney Center at 263-2742 
for assistance and evaluation.    
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COURSE OUTLINE 
There are two types of required readings. The first type is almost always academic articles or book selections. 
The second, called “exemplars,” might be an empirical piece or a news article. When an exemplar is assigned, 
the task is to bring the other readings to bear on the exemplars. Ask yourself questions like: 

- How is the author of this exemplar dealing with the concepts discussed in the reading? 
- What did the author do well? What could s/he have done better?  

 
Please read the required selections in order. Depending on current events, short news articles or political 
commentary may be added.  
 
Finally, the recommended readings are useful supplements for discussion and background. I have carefully 
selected canonical and inspiring pieces to enrich your grasp of each week’s material. You are welcome to 
make reference to them in class, but do not focus your discussion on these readings. If you would like to talk 
about them in greater depth, you can always come to my office hours. They may also prove useful in writing 
your final papers. 
 
Week 1 (January 21) | Introductions 
Required 

1. Coates, Ta-Nehisi. 2014. “The Case for Reparations,” The Atlantic. June. 
2. Baldwin, James. 1984. “On Being White….And Other Lies,” Essence, April. 
3. View: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnfKgffCZ7U 

 
 
UNIT I. HOW TO THINK AND TALK ABOUT RACE 
 
Week 2 (January 26 and 28) | Standpoint and Positionality 
Required 

1. Du Bois, W.E.B. 1920. “The Souls of White Folk,” Darkwater. 
2. Frazier, E. Franklin. 1927. “The Pathology of Race Prejudice.” Forum 77: 856-62. 
3. hooks, bell. 1984. “Black Women: Shaping Feminist Theory,” Feminist Theory: from margin to center. 

Cambridge, Ma: South End Press. pp. 1-15. 
4. Duneier, Mitchell. 1992. Chapter 1 in Slim’s Table. University Of Chicago Press. pp. 3-22. 
5. Young, Alford A. 2008. “White Ethnographers on the Experiences of African American Men: Then 

and Now,” White Logic, White Methods edited by Tufuku Zuberi and Eduardo Bonilla-Silva. pp. 179-
202. 

Exemplars 
6. Utt, Jamie. 2014. “30 Ways to Be a Better Ally in 2015,” Everyday Feminism, January 14. 

http://everydayfeminism.com/2014/01/30-ways-to-be-a-better-ally-in-2014/ 
7. Rahman, Aamer. “Reverse Racism.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dw_mRaIHb-M 

 
Recommended 

1. Sprague, Joey. 2005. “The Field of Vision,” Feminist Methodologies for Critical Researchers: Bridging 
Differences. New York: Altamira Press: pp. 1-29. 

2. Smith, Dorothy E.  1974. “Women’s Perspective as a Radical Critique of Sociology.” Sociological 
Inquiry 44(1): 7-13. 

3. James, William. 1899. “On A Certain Blindness in Human Beings.” 
4. Chang, Jeff. 2014. “Azealia Banks, Iggy Azalea and hip-hop’s appropriation problem,” The Guardian. 

December 26. http://www.theguardian.com/music/2014/dec/24/iggy-azalea-azealia-banks-hip-
hop-appropriation-problem 
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Week 3 (February 2 and 4) | Concepts to Think with 
Required 

1. Cornell, Stephen and Douglas Hartmann. 2007. Chs. 1 & 2 in Ethnicity and Race: Making Identities in a 
Changing World . Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. pp: 1-40. 

2. Wacquant, Loïc. 1997. “For An Analytic of Racial Domination,” Political Power and Social Theory (11): 
221-234. 

3. Jenkins, Richard. 1994. “Rethinking Ethnicity: Identity, Categorization and Power,” Ethnic and Racial 
Studies 17 (2): 197-223. 
 

Recommended 
1. Fields, Barbara J. “Slavery, Race and Ideology in the United States of America” New Left Review 

(181/1990: pp.95-118) 
2. Banton, Michael. “Analytical and folk concepts of race and ethnicity” Ethnic and Racial Studies 2(2) 

1979. 
3. Wade, Peter. “The Meaning of Race and Ethnicity” Introduction & Ch1 in Race and Ethnicity in Latin 

America.  
 
Week 4 (February 9 and 11) | Social Construction 
Required 

1. Omi, Michael and Howard Winant. 1994. Part II. Racial Formation in the United States: From the 
1960s to the 1990s. New York, NY: Routledge: pp. 53-94 

2. Zerubavel, Eviatar. 1996. “Lumping and Splitting: Notes on Social Classification,” Sociological Forum 
11(3): 421-433. 

3. Starr, Paul. 1992. "Social Categories and Claims in the Liberal State,” Social Research 59(2): 263-295. 
 
Recommended 

1. Boas, Franz. 1931. “Race and Progress,” Science (74): 1-8. 
2. Brubaker, Rogers, Mara Loveman, and Peter Stamatov. 2004. “Ethnicity and Cognition: Dangers of 

Biological Determinism.” Theory and Society 33(1):31–64 
 

Week 5 (February 16 and 18) | Boundaries, Inclusion, and Exclusion 
Required 

1. Barth, Fredrik. 1969. “Introduction” in Ethnic Groups and Boundaries: The Social Organization of 
Culture Difference, edited by Fredrik Barth. Pp 9-38. 

2. Brubaker, Rogers. 2004. Ethnicity without Groups. Cambridge, Ma: Harvard University Press.pp: 7-
27 

 
Exemplar 

1. Waters, Mary. Chapters 1 and 3 in Black Identities. pp. 1-15 and 44-93. 
 
Recommended 

1. Weber, Max. 1922. Selections from Economy and Society, including: “Ethnic Groups” 385-398. 
2. Pachucki, Mark A., Sabrina Pendergrass, and Michele Lamont. 2007. “Boundary Processes: Recent 

Theoretical Developments and New Contributions.” POETICS 35(6):331–51. 
3. Lamont, Michele and Virag Molnar. 2002. “The Study of Boundaries in the Social Sciences. Annual 

Review of Sociology  
4. Wimmer, Andreas. 2008. “The Making and Unmaking of Ethnic Boundaries: A Multi-Level Process 

Theory” American Journal of Sociology 113 (4): 970-1022. 
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Week 6 (February 23 and 25) | Race Measurement 
Required 

1. James, Angela. 2008. “Making sense of Race and Racial Classification,” in White Logic White Methods 
edited by Tukufu Zuberi and Eduardo Bonilla-Silva. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield 
Publishers. pp: 31-46. 

2. Martin, John Levi and King-To Yeung. 2003. “The use of the Conceptual Category of Race in 
American Sociology, 1937-99,” Sociological Forum 18(4): pp. 521-543. 

 
Exemplar 

1. Pager, Devah, Bart Bonikowski, and Bruce Western. 2009. “Discrimination in a Low-Wage Labor 
Market: A Field Experiment.” American Sociological Review 74(5):777–99. 

 
Recommended 

1. Zuberi, Tufuku. 2001. Thicker than Blood: How Racial Statistics Lie. Minneapolis, MN: University of 
Minnesota Press. 

2. Roth, Wendy D. 2005. “The End of the One-Drop Rule? Labeling of Multiracial Children in Black 
Intermarriages.” Sociological Forum 20(1):35–67. 

3. Saperstein, Aliya and Andrew M. Penner. 2013. “Racial Fluidity and Inequality in the United States.” 
American Journal of Sociology 118(3):676–727. 
 

 
UNIT II. STATE INTERESTS AND SYSTEMS OF CLASSIFICATION 
 
Week 7 (March 2 and 4) | The Census as a System of Classification 
 
Required 

1. Loveman, Mara. 2014. “Preface” and “Introduction: Ethnoracial Classification and the State,” in 
National Colors: Racial Classification and the State in Latin America. Oxford University Press. pp. xi-xv and 
3-42. 

2. Prewitt, Kenneth. 2013. Chapters 1, 2, 8 & 9 in What Is Your Race?: The Census and Our Flawed Efforts to 
Classify Americans. Princeton University Press. pp. 3-30 and 129-170. 
 

Exemplar 
1. Casselman, Ben. 2014. “The Census Is Still Trying to find the Best Way to Track Race in America.” 

Five Thirty Eight.  November 26. http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-census-is-still-trying-to-find-
the-best-way-to-track-race-in-america/ 

 
Recommended 

1. Nobles, Melissa. 2000. Shades of Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern Politics. Stanford University 
Press. 

2. Loveman, Mara and Jeronimo O. Muniz. 2007. “How Puerto Rico Became White: Boundary 
Dynamics and Intercensus Racial Reclassification.” American Sociological Review 72(6):915–39. 

3. Williams, Kim M. 2006. Mark One or More: Civil Rights in Multiracial America. University of Michigan 
Press. 

 
Week 8 (March 9 and 11) | Ideas of the Nation State 
Required 

1. William Rogers Brubaker, “Immigration, Citizenship, and the Nation-State in France and Germany: 
A Comparative Historical Analysis,” International Sociology 5, no. 4 (Dec. 1990): 379-407. 
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2. Rogers M. Smith, “Beyond Tocqueville, Myrdal, and Hartz: The Multiple Traditions in America,” 
American Political Science Review 87, no. 3 (Sep. 1993): 549-566. 

3. Nagel, Joane. 2000. “Ethnicity and Sexuality.” Annual Review of Sociology 26:107–33. 
 
Exemplar 

1. Current news coverage. Selections TBD. 
 

Recommended 
1. Yuval-Davis, Nira. 1997. Gender and Nation. SAGE Publications. 

 
Week 9 (March 16 and 18) | Encoding Race in the U.S. 
Required 

1. Haney-López, Ian. 2006. Chapters 1, 2 and 5 in White by Law. New York: NYU Press. pp. 1-34 and 
78-108 

2. Collins, Patricia Hill. 2001. “Like One of the Family: Race, Ethnicity, and the Paradox of US 
National Identity,” Ethnic and Racial Studies 24(1): 3-28. 

 
 
Recommended 

1. Fields and Fields. 2012. Racecraft: The Soul of Inequality in American Life 
2. Fox, Cybelle and Thomas A. Guglielmo. 2012. “Defining America’s Racial Boundaries: Blacks, 

Mexicans, and European Immigrants, 1890–1945.” American Journal of Sociology 118(2):327–79. 
3. Enloe, Cynthia. 1981. “The Growth of the State and Ethnic Mobilization: The American 

Experience.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 4(2):123–36. 
 
Week 10 (March 23 and 25) | Encoding Race Abroad 
Required 

1. Said, Edward. 1978.  “Introduction” in Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books. pp. 1-30 
2. Go, Julian. 2004. “‘Racism’ and Colonialism: Meanings of Difference and Ruling Practices in 

America’s Pacific Empire.” Qualitative Sociology 27(1): 35–58. 
3. Selections from Colonial Crucible: Empire in the Making of the Modern American State. edited by Alfred W. 

McCoy and Francisco A. Scarano. Univ of Wisconsin Press 
a. McCoy, Scarano, and Johnson. “On the Tropic of Cancer: Transitions and Transformations 

in the U.S. Imperial State.” pp. 3-33. 
b. Corbould, Claire.  “Introduction to Race and Imperial Identities.” pp. 193-198. 
c. Scarano, Francisco. “Censuses in the Transition to Modern Colonialism: Spain and the 

United States in Puerto Rico.” pp. 210-219. 
d. Capozzola, Christopher. “Minutemen for the World: Empire, Citizenship, and the National 

Guard, 1903-1924.” pp. 421-430. 
 

Exemplars 
1. Cole, Teju. 2015. “Unmournable Bodies,” The New Yorker. January 9. 

http://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/unmournable-bodies 
2. Sacco, Joe. 2015. “On Satire – a response to the Charlie Hebdo attcks,” The Guardian. January 9. 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2015/jan/09/joe-sacco-on-satire-a-response-to-
the-attacks 

3. Brumfield, Ben. 2015. “Chapel Hill shooting: When is a crime a ‘hate crime’?” CNN. February 13. 
http://www.cnn.com/2015/02/12/us/chapel-hill-shooting-hate-crime-explainer/ 
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Recommended 

1. Pease, Donald E. and Amy Kaplan. 1993. Cultures of United States Imperialism. Durham: Duke 
University Press. 

2. Burnett, Christina Duffy and Burke Marshal. 2001. Foreign in a Domestic Sense: Puerto Rico, American 
Expansion, and the Constitution. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

3. Stoler, Ann Laura. 2002. “Chapter 2: Rethinking Colonial Categories: European Communities and 
the Boundaries of Rule,” in Carnal Knowledge and Imperial Power: Race and the Intimate in Colonial Rule. 
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. pp.. 22-40. 

 
 
UNIT III. INSTRUMENTS OF SOCIAL CLOSURE 
Week 11 (April 6 and 8) | Citizenship and Immigration I 
Required 

1. Glenn, Evelyn Nakano. 2004. Introduction, Chapters 1, 2, 6, and 7 in Unequal Freedom: How Race and 
Gender Shaped American Citizenship and Labor. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. pp. 1-55 and 
190-266 

2. Browne, Irene and Mary Odem. 2012. “’Juan Crow’ in the Nuevo South? Racialization of 
Guatemalan and Dominican Immigrants in the Atlanta Metro Area,” Du Bois Review 9 (2): 321-337. 
 

Exemplar 
1. Current news coverage. Selections TBD 
2. Lind, Dara. 2015. “35 maps that explain how America is a nation of immigrants,” Vox. January 12. 

http://www.vox.com/2015/1/12/7474897/immigration-america-maps 
 

Recommended 
1. Kim, Nadia. 2007. “A Return to More Blatant Class and ‘Race’ Bias in U.S. Immigration Policy?” Du 

Bois Review 4(2): 469-477. 
2. Ngai, Mae M. 2004. Chapter 7 and Epilogue in Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern 

America. 4th ed. Princeton: Princeton University Press. pp. 227-270 
3. Fitzgerald, David. 2006. “Inside the Sending State: The Politics of Mexican Emigration Control.” 

International Migration Review 40(2):259–93. 
4. FitzGerald, David Scott and David A. Cook-Martín. 2014. Culling the Masses. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press.  
5. Menjivar, Cecilia. 2006. “Liminal Legality: Salvadoran and Guatemalan Immigrants’ Lives in the 

United States.” American Journal of Sociology 111(4):999–1037 
6. Joppke, Christian, ed. 1998. Challenge to the Nation-State: Immigration in Western Europe and the United 

States. Oxford University Press. 
7. Soysal, Yasemin Nuhoglu. 1994. Limits of Citizenship: Migrants and Postnational Membership in Europe. 

University of Chicago Press. 
 
Week 12 (April 13 and 15) | Welfare 
Guest Speaker on April 15 
Required 

1. Fraser & Gordon. 1994. "A Genealogy of Dependency: Tracing a Keyword of the US Welfare State. 
Signs 19 (2): 309-336. 

2. Soss, Joe, Richard Fording and Sanford Schram. 2011. Introduction, Chapter 5, and Conclusion in 
Disciplining the Poor. pp. 1-17; 112-140; 293-308. 

 
Exemplar 



SOC 646 |Race and Ethnic Relations 
The Social Construction and Material Consequences of Race 

Spring 2015 
	

 12 

1. Race to Equity. 2013. “A Baseline Report on the State of Racial Disparities in Dane County.” 
 
Recommended 

1. Fox, Cybelle. 2013. Chapters 1 and 11 in Three Worlds of Relief  : Race, Immigration, and the American 
Welfare State from the Progressive Era to the New Deal. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. pp. 1-18 
and 281-294. 

2. Quadagno, Jill. 1990. “Race, Class, and Gender in the U.S. Welfare State: Nixon’s Failed Family 
Assistance Plan.” American Sociological Review 55(1):11–28. 

3. Goldberg, Chad Alan. 2007. Citizens and Paupers  : Relief, Rights, and Race, from the Freedmen’s Bureau to 
Workfare. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 

Week 13 (April 20 and 22) | Segregation 
Required 

1. Massey, Douglas S. and Nancy A. Denton. 1993. Chapters 2-3 and 5 in American Apartheid: Segregation 
and the Making of the Underclass. Harvard University Press. pp. 17-82 and 115-47 

2. DeSena, Judith N. 1994. “Local Gatekeeping Practices and Residential Segregation*.” Sociological 
Inquiry 64(3):307–21. 

 
Exemplar 

1. Current news coverage. Selections TBD 
2. Rothstein, Richard. 2014. “The Making of Ferguson: Public Policies at the Root of its Troubles.” 

Economic Policy Institute. October 15. 
 
Recommended 

1. Cutler, David M., Edward L. Glaeser, and Jacob L. Vigdor. 2008. “Is the Melting Pot Still Hot? 
Explaining the Resurgence of Immigrant Segregation.” Review of Economics and Statistics 90(3):478–97. 

2. Desmond, Matthew. 2012. “Eviction and the Reproduction of Urban Poverty.” American Journal of 
Sociology 118(1):88–133. 

3. Rugh, Jacob S. and Douglas S. Massey. 2010. “Racial Segregation and the American Foreclosure 
Crisis.” American sociological review 75(5):629–51. 

 
 
Week 14 (April 27 and 29) | Policing and Mass Incarceration 
Guest Speaker on April 27 
Required 

1. Wacquant, Loïc J. D. 2001. “Deadly Symbiosis: When Ghetto and Prison Meet and Mesh.” 
Punishment & Society 3(1):95–133. 

2. Goffman, Alice. 2014. Introduction and Chapters 1, 2 and 3 in On the Run: Fugitive Life in an American 
City. University of Chicago Press. pp. 1-90. 
 

Exemplar 
1. Current news coverage. Selections TBD. 

 
Recommended 

1. Alexander, Michelle. 2013. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. New Press. 
2. Rios, Victor M. 2011. Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys. NYU Press. 

 
 
Week 15 (May 4 and 6)  | Conclusions 
Required 
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1. Enloe, Cynthia. 1981. “The Growth of the State and Ethnic Mobilization: the American 
Experience.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 4(2): 123. 

2. Lee, Taeku. 2008. “Race, Immigration, and the Identity-to-Politics Link.” Annual Review of Political 
Science 11:457–78. 

3. Reskin, Barbara. 2012. “The Race Discrimination System.” Annual Review of Sociology 38(1):17–35. 
 
 
 
 
* I reserve the right to modify the syllabus and readings. 


